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Private Sector trends in the SDGs era



2000: UN GLOBAL COMPACT

>9,000 BUSINESS PARTICIPANTS
&
>3,000 NON-BUSINESS PARTICIPANTS
in
159 COUNTRIES   
with    
68 LOCAL NETWORKS

TEN PRINCIPLES IN FOUR AREAS  
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2006:                     AND ESG INVESTMENT

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG)

ENVIRONMENTAL

 Climate change
 Resource depletion
 Waste and pollution
 Deforestation
 Biodiversity
 Energy efficiency

SOCIAL

 Working conditions
 Community relations
 Labor standards
 Gender and diversity
 Human rights

GOVERNANCE

 Board diversity 
 Executive compensation
 Audit structure
 Political lobbying and 

donations
 Tax strategy
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2015-2017: WAVES OF CHANGE

AD
March September December

2015: ADOPTION OF UN AGENDAS 

2015: GPIF becomes signatory to PRI 

2017:                              Recommendations
Background image by:  
https://www.photo-ac.com/profile/757901
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Mainstreaming the SDGs in 
Business (2019)
Global Compact Network Japan 
(GCNJ) and Institute for Global 
Environmental Strategies (IGES)

A study of SDGs-related business 
trends, among Japanese and 
international companies

2019: SDGs recognition reaches mainstream

Figures from: 
http://www.ungcjn.org/activities/topics/detail.php?id=293
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2019: Global Risks Report 2019 (WEF)

Figure from:
https://www.weforum.org/reports/the-
global-risks-report-2019
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Private Sector trends in the SDGs era

Recognition of: 
 Finite resources and room for growth
 Need to actively work towards sustainable 

financial systems, sustainable and circular 
economy

Belief in: 
 Infinite resources and economic growth
 Ability of markets to self-regulate, 

freeing businesses to pursue profits

Image by:  
www.kisspng.com/users/@ulssya.html

7



Thank you

BRINGING A SUSTAINABLE  FUTURE ONE STEP CLOSER
THROUGH GEOSPATIAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
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